
WRITING WORKSHOPS/SCHOOL VISITS 

"As a visiting instructor and a seasoned veteran of the world of writing and publishing, Heather 
Wright spent some very constructive time with several grade 11 ENG3U classes at Ridley College 
last fall. She engaged the students with her understanding and instruction of how to naturally 
integrate the use of dialogue in short stories. What stayed with me, their teacher, with regard to 
Heather's lesson was also her ideas concerning how students handle character: 'The sooner we 
get to know your character, the sooner we get to care for him/her.' Good advice, indeed. 
Heather's short story workshop was excellent and very beneficial for all our budding writers."  

Andrew Leach, Ridley College, Holder of the Cronyn Chair 

 “She is an ideal instructor for library programs; creative, organized, funny and always prepared. 
Through her years of experience, Ms. Wright has developed an ability to empower youth in a 
way that is meaningful and impactful. She is personable and authentic; always willing to go the 
extra mile if someone needs her help. Participants in her workshops are quick to provide Ms. 
Wright with thanks and gratitude for her insights and encouragement. At the library, it is 
common for us to receive positive feedback from parents crediting Ms. Wright for sparking an 
interest in creative writing in their children.”  

Kevin Page, Teen Services Librarian, Kitchener Public Library 

As a CANSCAIP member I have reviewed their pricing policy and adapted the costs of my 
workshops to be in line with their recommendations. You can read more here. 
http://www.canscaip.org/VisitsFAQ 

Half day fee: $350 
Whole day fee: $700 
One class fee: $200 
For schools further than 40 km from Kitchener, there will be an extra fee for mileage at 
$0.37/km. 

 

 

No One Leaves without a Story: 40-60 minutes 
Grades 3 to 12 
This workshop guarantees that every participant will leave 
with some story ideas and perhaps even a beginning or 
two. Using a variety of writing starters, participants will fill 
up their creative reserves with hands-on brainstorming and 
creativity. This workshop can be used as a beginning-of-

http://www.canscaip.org/VisitsFAQ


term blast into creative writing, to energize a mid-term 
slump, or to tie in with other subjects such as social studies 
or literature 
 
 

 

Great Beginnings and The Hero’s Journey: 60 
minutes Grades 7 to 12 
Good stories need two things—a beginning that captures 
readers’ attention and a plot that keeps readers turning the 
pages. Students will learn what makes a story opening work 
and how to build a great story around the hero’s journey 
plot plan. They’ll also find out how many of their favourite 
stories already use this well-known pattern. 

 

 

 

What Do Writers Do? 40 to 60 minutes Grades 3 
to 12 
This workshop concentrates on the writing process. Using 
concrete examples from my own work and that of others, I 
demonstrate the various routes that authors take to 
complete a finished product. Topics include brainstorming, 
drafting and editing, finding markets, working with editors, 
meeting deadlines, and the many ways writers earn money 
when they don’t write the great Canadian novel. 

 

 

 

Once Upon a Time/How to Write Fairy Tales: 40 
to 60 minutes Grades 4 to 12 
This workshop uses class interaction and special writing 
prompts to introduce the patterns that writers over the 
centuries have used to build fairy tales. Students will begin 
creating their own characters and writing their own stories. 
 
 
 
 



 

He Said. She Said.  Writing Great Dialogue: 40 to 
60 minutes Grades 7 to 12 
This hands-on workshop equips writers with techniques for 
creating “fat-free” dialogue that develops characters and moves 
the plot along. Participants will write two unique scenes of 
dialogue by the end of the workshop. This is a challenging and 
instructive workshop for students, grades 7 and up 
 
. 

 

Magazines, Books, and Ebooks–Oh my! Inside the 
World of Publishing: 60 to 70 minutes Grades 11 
and 12 Writer’s Craft 
This workshop is for senior students who want to know how to 
get their work published. Along with providing useful links to 
websites that specialize in publishing work by teen writers, the 
workshop also explains how writers work with magazine editors, 
what a vanity press does, how writers work with agents and 
traditional publishers, and how writers self-publish their books. 
 
 
 

 

Writer-in-Residence - Middle School and High 
School 
With nearly 20 years experience as an English teacher and 
an ongoing writing career covering web writing, feature 
writing, writing for industry, and writing for children, I bring 
a unique voice and background to your students. I want to 
help students reach their writing goals whether they are 
writing mystery, fantasy, SF, fairy tales, poetry or literary 
fiction. I am a supportive and encouraging mentor who 
likes to raise the bar to encourage excellence and pride in 
the final product. For locations less than 60 minutes from 
Kitchener, I am happy to work face-to-face with your 
students to launch the program, provide some mid-project, 
on-site incentive, and host an end-of-session showcase 
event. For locations outside of that range, the program can 
be organized through Skype and Google Hangout, or extra 
fees can be arranged for mileage and accommodation, if 
necessary. 
 
 
 



 

FOR TEACHERS AND PARENT TEACHERS  
The Writer is in the Room: Teaching and 
Evaluating Creative Writing  Teachers & 
Homeschoolers for Grades 5 and up – 90 minutes 
Analyzing and discussing a short story (introduction, 
inciting action, rising action, crisis, falling action, 
conclusion, characters, five types of conflict, etc.) are not 
the same as helping students write a story or evaluating it 
once it has been written. This workshop helps teachers 
look at stories from the writer’s point of view to find out 
what young writers need to know to help them write better 
stories and how to grade the final product in a way that 
takes the subjective out of the process. 

  
 


